Madeira.
The impression on the minds of professional men is now all but universal, that Madeira offers the best chance of recovery from pulmonary complaints? ?when not too far gone; for then, Madeira, like every other southern locality, will only accelerate the fatal catastrophe. In connexion with the subject of invalids, I here beg leave to offer some information upon the different modes of transit, derived from the most authentic sources, and brought down to the present time. During the last two seasons, the Peninsular Steam Navigation Company sent out one of their vessels, the Royal Tar, direct to the island. The prospectus states, that she ' will leave Southampton on the 18th of October; and after landing her goods and passengers at Madeira and Teneriffe, will proceed to Gibraltar, from whence she will make two trips to Madeira, leaving Gibraltar, on the first trip, about the 2nd, and on the second trip, about the 12th of November, to and which the acid removes by the production of a slough of its surface."
" The surface to be thus acted upon must be soft, and free from any coating of cuticle, such as is apt to form on it by persistent prolapse; for, if the acid be used in a case so circumstanced, nothing more than a removal of the cuticle may be expected from the application; and further, to ensure to the caustic its full effect, the part to be touched by it should, beforehand, be dried and cleared of all mucous or other adherent fluids. There is no danger, that I know of, to be apprehended from the application of the acid; I have never seen any consequence from it beyond what I have stated in my reports. But, to be successful, the remedy must, of course, be used with decision. The acid must be laid on in quantity, and rubbed in with force, enough, to be pressed into the pores of the surface. At the best, it produces only a very superficial slough; and, on this account, it will be necessary in some cases, as where the tumours are old and firm in texture, to make a second, and even a third, application. Of this, the patient should, of course, be informed beforehand, that he may not be taken by surprise, in case any such necessity should arise."
The great value of this remedy lies in its applicability to general practice, and in the readiness with which invalids can be prevailed upon to submit to it.
Dr. H. has detailed six or seven cases in his present paper, of which we shall here insert one as a specimen. We need hardly say that this is one of those short, practical, and valuable papers which contain more information than some of the lean or dropsical octavos which we are too often destined to wade through. Periscope; or. Circumspective Review. [Oct. air-press and catheter : afterwards the use of the catgut bougie was attenpted, but the irritation excited forbade its being persevered with. Through the daily use of the air-press, hearing was ultimately amended to the extent of the patient's hearing Dr. Kramer's watch at the distance of from one to two inches from the ear. This slight improvement was regarded as a great benefit at the time, and Mr. P. who has subsequently experienced a gradual amelioration of his hearing, is disposed to attribute this to the effect of the air-press as employed by Dr. Kramer. In expectation of more complete recovery, Mr. P. recently applied for my opinion of its probability, and the appearances presented by the auriscope enabled me to conclude that there was the fairest prospect of this in the remediable nature of the morbid state of the membrane of the tympanum. The appearances which I ascertained were these :
?The lining of the auditory canal was healthy, but without ceruminous secretion. The membrane of the drum in about one half of its extent bore a perfect resemblance to the common integument of the body, being smooth, dense, and of uniform rosy vascularity; the remaining portion of the drum was of an opaque white colour, assuming a dark semi-translucency in its centre, not larger than a mustard seed. This darker spot had been mistaken by several observers for a perforation in the membrane, and this error had given occasion for a much less auspicious prognosis than the actual state of the case warranted. With the opportunity which is afforded by the prismatic auriscope of ascertaining the state of disease, and of watching and observing fully the effect of the remedies employed, I think that attempts may be safely made in this case to promote absorption in the opaque portions of the membrane, and to restore to a greater extent its natural elasticity and serviceableness for conveying the vibrations of sound.' " These few cases must serve in the mean time to illustrate the service afforded by the prism in revealing fully the characters of darkly seated disease,?a sequel to them I defer to another opportunity. I am, dear Sir, &c.
Adam Warden, M.D."
